
100+ AP Research Topics For Students: Unleashing
Curiosity
Leave a Comment / General / By Ana Bill

Explore engaging AP Research topics and learn how to choose the perfect
subject for your project. Get tips on creating strong research questions and
finding credible sources!

Have you ever wondered how a single research project could shape your
understanding of the world? 

AP Research is not just an academic requirement; it’s an opportunity to delve
deeply into topics that ignite your curiosity. This course allows you to explore
a subject of your choice, enabling you to develop critical thinking, research
skills, and a passion for inquiry. 
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Whether you’re drawn to the sciences, arts, social issues, or technology, the
right topic can transform your learning experience.

 In this guide, we’ll provide over 100 research ideas across various disciplines,
helping you find inspiration for your AP Research project.

What is AP Research?
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AP Research is a course offered by the College Board as part of the AP
Capstone program. It enables students to engage in an in-depth, year-long
investigation of a topic of their choice, culminating in a 4,000- to 5,000-word
academic paper. Students develop research skills, critical thinking abilities,

and the capacity to articulate their findings effectively.

Why Choose the Right Topic?
Selecting the right topic is vital for several reasons:

1. Passion and Interest: A topic you’re genuinely interested in will help maintain
your motivation throughout the research process.

2. Quality of Work: Engaging with a subject you care about often results in
higher quality work, as you’re more likely to put in the time and effort needed
for thorough research.

3. Sustained Engagement: A compelling topic keeps you engaged over the year,
making the process more enjoyable and fulfilling.

4. Originality: Choosing a unique or less-explored topic can make your research
stand out, which is beneficial when presenting your findings.

5. Future Opportunities: A topic aligned with your interests or career aspirations
can provide valuable insights and experiences that may influence your future
academic and professional choices.

By carefully considering your interests and the potential impact of your
research, you can select a topic that not only fulfills the course requirements
but also enriches your academic journey.

Popular AP Research Topics in Science
Here aare some of the popular AP research topics in science:-

1. The Impact of Climate Change on Marine Biodiversity

Investigate how rising temperatures and ocean acidification affect marine
ecosystems.

2. Exploring Renewable Energy Sources: Wind vs. Solar



Power

Analyze the efficiency and environmental impact of different renewable
energy sources.

3. The Effects of Plastic Pollution on Ocean Life

Study how plastic waste disrupts marine habitats and wildlife.

4. CRISPR Technology: Ethical Implications in Genetic
Engineering

Examine the ethical dilemmas surrounding gene editing technologies.

5. The Role of Microplastics in Human Health

Explore how microplastics enter the human body and their potential health
effects.

6. Investigating the Efficacy of Vaccines on Public Health

Research the impact of vaccination programs on disease prevalence in
communities.

7. The Science of Sleep: How It Affects Mental Health

Analyze the relationship between sleep patterns and mental health disorders.

8. The Influence of Diet on Gut Microbiome Health

Study how dietary choices affect gut microbiome diversity and health.

9. The Rise of Antibiotic Resistance: Causes and
Solutions

Investigate the factors contributing to antibiotic resistance and possible
remedies.

10. Exploring the Relationship Between Air Quality and



Respiratory Diseases

Analyze the correlation between air pollution levels and respiratory health
outcomes.

AP Research Topics in Technology

11. The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Employment

Explore how AI technologies are transforming job markets and employment
rates.

12. The Future of Autonomous Vehicles: Safety vs.
Innovation

Study the implications of self-driving cars on traffic safety and urban planning.

13. Cybersecurity Threats: How Safe Are Our Digital
Lives?

Investigate current cybersecurity threats and their implications for personal
privacy.

14. The Role of Social Media in Modern Communication

Analyze how social media has changed interpersonal communication
dynamics.

15. Exploring the Ethics of Facial Recognition Technology

Examine privacy concerns and ethical considerations surrounding facial
recognition.

16. The Influence of Technology on Adolescent Mental
Health

Research how increased screen time affects mental health in teenagers.



17. Virtual Reality: A Tool for Education or
Entertainment?

Investigate the educational benefits and limitations of virtual reality
experiences.

18. The Development of 5G: Benefits and Risks

Explore the potential advantages and disadvantages of 5G technology.

19. The Role of Blockchain in Modern Business Practices

Analyze how blockchain technology is disrupting traditional business models.

20. How Tech Startups are Shaping Urban Economies

Study the economic impact of tech startups in urban environments.

AP Research Topics in Social Sciences

21. The Impact of Socioeconomic Status on Educational
Attainment

Examine how economic background influences academic success.

22. Exploring Gender Inequality in the Workplace

Research the barriers women face in achieving equality in various industries.

See also  80 Phenomenological Research Topics for Students to Work on

23. The Effects of Immigration on Local Economies

Analyze the economic contributions of immigrant populations in
communities.

24. Mental Health Stigma: Societal Perceptions and

https://topreserchtopics.com/phenomenological-research-topics-for-students/


Realities

Investigate the societal views on mental health and their impact on individuals
seeking help.

25. The Role of Youth Activism in Political Change

Explore how young activists are shaping political landscapes worldwide.

26. Investigating the Relationship Between Media
Consumption and Public Opinion

Analyze how media influences public perceptions of key issues.

27. Cultural Appropriation vs. Cultural Appreciation: A
Fine Line

Examine the nuances between cultural exchange and appropriation.

28. The Influence of Parenting Styles on Child
Development

Research how different parenting styles affect children’s behavior and
outcomes.

29. Exploring the Relationship Between Religion and
Politics

Investigate how religious beliefs shape political views and behaviors.

30. Racial Profiling: A Study of Its Effects on
Communities

Analyze the impact of racial profiling on community trust and safety.

AP Research Topics in Literature and Art

31. The Role of Women in Shakespeare’s Works



Explore how female characters are portrayed in Shakespearean plays.

32. The Impact of Social Media on Modern Poetry

Examine how platforms like Instagram influence contemporary poetic forms.

33. The Evolution of Dystopian Literature: From Orwell to
Atwood

Analyze the themes of dystopia in literature across different eras.

34. Analyzing the Use of Imagery in Romantic Poetry

Investigate the techniques poets use to evoke imagery and emotion.

35. The Influence of African American Literature on
American Culture

Explore how African American writers have shaped American literary
traditions.

36. Gender Representation in Contemporary Film

Analyze how modern films depict gender roles and stereotypes.

37. The Role of Art in Political Protest Movements

Investigate how art serves as a form of protest and social commentary.

38. Exploring the Theme of Identity in Postcolonial
Literature

Examine how identity is portrayed in literature from postcolonial contexts.

39. The Impact of Graphic Novels on Literature
Education

Analyze how graphic novels can be used effectively in educational settings.



40. Analyzing the Relationship Between Music and Social
Change

Explore how music has played a role in advocating for social justice.

AP Research Topics in History

41. The Effects of Colonialism on Indigenous Cultures

Investigate the long-term impacts of colonial rule on native populations.

42. The Role of Propaganda in World War II

Analyze how propaganda shaped public opinion and influenced wartime

policies.

43. Exploring the Impact of the Civil Rights Movement

Examine the social and political changes resulting from the Civil Rights
Movement.

44. The Influence of Ancient Rome on Modern
Governance

Investigate how Roman political systems have shaped contemporary
governments.

45. Analyzing the Causes and Consequences of the Cold
War

Explore the key factors that led to the Cold War and its global impact.

46. The Role of Women in Revolutionary Movements

Study the contributions of women in various revolutionary contexts.

47. The Evolution of Democracy: A Historical Perspective

Examine how democratic principles have developed over time.



48. The Impact of Technology on Warfare Throughout
History

Analyze how technological advancements have changed warfare.

49. Examining the Legacy of the French Revolution

Investigate how the French Revolution influenced future democratic
movements.

50. The Role of Trade in Cultural Exchange

Explore how trade routes facilitated cultural interactions throughout history.

AP Research Topics in Psychology

51. The Effects of Social Media on Self-Esteem

Investigate how social media usage impacts individual self-image.

52. Investigating the Link Between Childhood Trauma
and Adult Relationships

Explore the long-term effects of childhood trauma on adult relationships.

53. The Psychology of Addiction: Causes and Treatments

Analyze the psychological factors contributing to addiction and recovery
options.

54. Exploring Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Anxiety
Disorders

Investigate the effectiveness of CBT in treating anxiety.

55. The Role of Genetics in Mental Health Disorders

Study how genetic predisposition affects mental health.



56. The Impact of Sleep Deprivation on Cognitive
Function

Analyze how lack of sleep influences cognitive performance and decision-
making.

57. Understanding Bystander Effect in Emergency
Situations

Investigate why people may hesitate to help during emergencies.

58. The Influence of Music on Emotion and Behavior

Explore how different genres of music can affect mood and behavior.

59. Exploring the Psychology of Happiness

Analyze the factors that contribute to individual happiness and life
satisfaction.

60. The Effects of Stress on Academic Performance

Investigate how stress influences students’ performance and well-being.

AP Research Topics in Environmental Studies

61. Investigating the Impact of Urbanization on
Biodiversity

Explore how urban development affects local wildlife and ecosystems.

62. The Role of Reforestation in Combating Climate
Change

Analyze the benefits of reforestation for climate mitigation.

63. Exploring Sustainable Agriculture Practices



Investigate farming methods that promote sustainability and environmental
health.

64. The Effects of Ocean Acidification on Marine
Ecosystems

Study how increased carbon dioxide levels are impacting marine life.

65. Investigating Air Pollution: Sources and Solutions

Analyze the causes of air pollution and potential remedies.

66. The Relationship Between Water Scarcity and Global
Health

Explore how water availability affects public health in various regions.

67. The Impact of Overfishing on Ocean Sustainability

Investigate the consequences of overfishing on marine populations.

68. Exploring the Role of Renewable Energy in Reducing
Carbon Footprints

Analyze how renewable energy sources contribute to sustainability.

69. The Effects of Climate Change on Indigenous
Communities

Study how climate change is disproportionately affecting Indigenous
populations.

70. Investigating the Impact of Environmental Education
on Behavior Change

Explore how environmental education influences sustainable practices.

AP Research Topics in Economics



71. The Impact of Minimum Wage Increases on
Employment

Analyze how raising the minimum wage affects employment rates.

See also  Top 10 Research Topics for Senior High School Students

72. Exploring the Gig Economy: Pros and Cons

Investigate the advantages and disadvantages of gig work.

73. The Role of Government Regulation in Preventing
Economic Crises

Examine how government intervention can mitigate economic downturns.

74. The Effects of Globalization on Local Economies

Analyze how globalization impacts local businesses and communities.

75. Investigating Consumer Behavior: Why Do We Buy?

Explore the psychological factors influencing consumer purchasing decisions.

76. The Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Small
Businesses

Investigate how the pandemic has affected small businesses and
entrepreneurs.

77. Exploring the Relationship Between Inflation and
Unemployment

Analyze the correlation between inflation rates and unemployment trends.

78. The Influence of Trade Agreements on National
Economies

https://topreserchtopics.com/top-10-research-topics-for-senior-high-school-students/


Examine how trade agreements shape economic relationships between
countries.

79. Understanding the Economics of Climate Change

Investigate the economic implications of climate change on different sectors.

80. The Role of Cryptocurrency in Modern Finance

Explore how cryptocurrencies are changing financial landscapes.

AP Research Topics in Education

81. The Effectiveness of Online Learning vs. Traditional
Learning

Analyze the advantages and drawbacks of online education.

82. Investigating the Role of Technology in Education

Explore how technology enhances or hinders the learning experience.

83. The Impact of Class Size on Student Achievement

Investigate how class size affects learning outcomes.

84. Exploring the Benefits of Bilingual Education

Analyze the advantages of teaching in multiple languages.

85. The Influence of Parental Involvement on Academic
Success

Explore how parents’ engagement impacts their children’s education.

86. Understanding the Achievement Gap: Causes and
Solutions

Investigate the factors contributing to the achievement gap in education.



87. The Role of Emotional Intelligence in Student
Success

Analyze how emotional intelligence correlates with academic performance.

88. Investigating the Effects of Standardized Testing

Explore the implications of standardized tests on education quality.

89. The Benefits of Arts Education on Student
Development

Examine how arts education fosters creativity and critical thinking.

90. Exploring the Future of Education: Trends and
Innovations

Investigate emerging trends shaping the future of learning.

Creative AP Research Topics

91. Exploring the Influence of Video Games on Youth
Culture

Analyze how gaming affects social interactions and cultural norms.

92. The Role of Fashion in Identity Formation

Investigate how fashion choices influence self-identity and expression.

93. The Impact of Culinary Arts on Cultural Heritage

Explore how cuisine reflects and preserves cultural identity.

94. Investigating the Relationship Between Sports and
National Identity

Analyze how sports foster a sense of national pride and unity.



95. The Influence of Internet Memes on Pop Culture

Examine how memes shape cultural narratives and social commentary.

96. Exploring the Connection Between Travel and
Personal Growth

Investigate how travel experiences contribute to individual development.

97. The Role of DIY Culture in Modern Society

Analyze the resurgence of DIY practices and their cultural significance.

98. Investigating the Impact of Documentaries on Public
Awareness

Explore how documentaries influence societal understanding of issues.

99. The Significance of Street Art in Urban Communities

Investigate how street art reflects social issues and community identity.

100. Exploring the Evolution of Music Genres in the
Digital Age

Analyze how digital technology has transformed music production and
consumption.

Tips for Choosing Your AP Research Topic
Here are some tips for choosing AP research topic:-

Follow Your Passion

Choosing a topic that genuinely interests you can make the research process
enjoyable and rewarding.

Consider Scope



Ensure your topic is neither too broad nor too narrow. A focused question will
yield more meaningful results.

Research Availability

Check for available resources and existing literature on your chosen topic to
support your research.

Seek Guidance

Don’t hesitate to ask teachers or mentors for advice on refining your topic.

Best Research Topics for AP Research
Here are some of the best research topics for AP research:-

Topic Description

Environmental Issues
The impact of plastic pollution on
marine ecosystems.

Mental Health
The effects of social media on
adolescent mental health.

Education

The effectiveness of online learning

versus traditional classroom
settings.

Technology
The ethical implications of artificial
intelligence in decision-making.

Public Health
The correlation between access to
healthcare and health outcomes in
underserved communities.

Social Justice
The impact of systemic racism on
educational opportunities.

The influence of cultural heritage on



Topic Description

Cultural Studies identity formation among
immigrants.

Economics
The effects of universal basic
income on poverty reduction.

Political Science
The role of misinformation in
shaping public opinion during
elections.

History
The long-term impacts of
colonialism on modern economic
structures in former colonies.

How to Come Up with an AP Research Topic?
Here’s your information in a simple table format:

Action Description

Identify Your Interests
Think about subjects you are
passionate about or curious to
explore further.

Review Current Events
Look at news articles or journals to
find trending topics that resonate
with you.

Consider Your Classes
Reflect on what you’ve learned in
other AP courses or subjects that
intrigue you.

Ask Open-Ended Questions
Start with broad questions and
narrow them down based on your
interests.



Action Description

Explore Gaps in Research
Look for areas that are under-
researched or have conflicting
information.

Consult with Teachers or Mentors
They can provide guidance and
insights based on your strengths
and interests.

AP Research Topics That Got a 5
1. Impact of Climate Change on Local Agriculture: A case study in a specific

region.
2. The Role of Social Media in Mental Health Awareness: Effects on youth

engagement.
3. Racial Disparities in Healthcare Access: Analyzing the causes and effects in a

specific community.
4. Effectiveness of Mindfulness Practices in Reducing Student Stress: A

comparative study.
5. The Influence of Music on Cognitive Performance: Exploring genres and

productivity.

AP Research Topics for High School Students
(11th/12th)

1. The Effects of Sleep Patterns on Academic Performance: A study among
high school students.

2. Influence of Parental Involvement on Student Success: Exploring different
family structures.

3. Sustainability Practices in School Lunch Programs: Assessing student and
staff perceptions.

4. Impact of Video Game Violence on Aggressive Behavior: A survey of high
school students.

5. Cultural Identity and Its Influence on Academic Choices: Analyzing the



experiences of immigrant students.

See also  150 Top Action Research Topics for B.Ed Students

AP Research Project Examples
1. Exploring the Correlation Between Exercise and Mental Health in Teens:

Conduct surveys and analyze data.
2. Analysis of Gender Representation in STEM Fields: Investigating educational

pathways and career choices.
3. Effect of Nutrition Education on Dietary Choices Among Adolescents: A

study in local high schools.
4. Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Communities: Interviews and data

analysis of local fishermen.
5. Comparative Study of Renewable Energy Adoption in Urban vs. Rural Areas:

Analyzing policies and community responses.

AP Research Topics in Psychology
1. The Relationship Between Social Media Use and Body Image Issues in

Adolescents.

2. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy vs. Medication for Treating Anxiety: Efficacy
analysis.

3. Impact of Peer Pressure on Risk-Taking Behavior: A study of high school
students.

4. The Role of Gratitude in Enhancing Well-Being Among Teenagers.
5. Effects of Stress on Memory Retention in Students: Analyzing different

coping strategies.

AP Research Topics from Reddit
How Do Video Games Affect Learning and Development in Children?
The Influence of Fast Fashion on Consumer Behavior Among Teens.
Analysis of Mental Health Resources Available to High School Students.
The Impact of Telehealth Services on Access to Care in Rural Areas.

https://topreserchtopics.com/action-research-topics-for-b-ed-students/


The Role of Youth Activism in Addressing Climate Change.

Fun AP Research Topics for College Students
1. Exploring the Psychology of Memes: How Humor Shapes Social Interaction.
2. The Influence of Food Trends on College Student Eating Habits: An analysis

of social media’s role.
3. How Music Festivals Impact Local Economies: Case studies of popular

events.

4. The Cultural Impact of TikTok on Modern Dance Trends.
5. Exploring the Concept of FOMO (Fear of Missing Out) in College Life.

AP Research Topics in Science
1. Effects of Air Pollution on Respiratory Health in Urban Areas: A local study.
2. The Role of Genetically Modified Organisms in Sustainable Agriculture.
3. Impact of Microplastics on Aquatic Ecosystems: A field study.
4. Investigating the Efficacy of Natural Remedies vs. Pharmaceuticals in

Treating Common Illnesses.
5. Climate Change and Its Effect on Coral Reef Degradation: A comparative

analysis.

Political AP Research Topics
1. The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization: Analyzing recent

elections.
2. Youth Voting Behavior: Factors Influencing Turnout Among Young Voters.
3. The Role of Political Campaigns in Shaping Public Policy: Case studies of

recent elections.
4. Analysis of Voter ID Laws and Their Impact on Voter Turnout: Exploring

different states.
5. Public Perception of Immigration Policies and Their Societal Effects: A

survey-based study.

These topics can serve as inspiration for your AP Research project. Choose
one that aligns with your interests and you’ll be more engaged throughout the

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TikTok


research process!

Example of a Research Question in AP Seminar

“How does the portrayal of mental health in media influence public
perceptions and stigma?”

This question allows for exploration of various aspects, including media
analysis, psychological theories, and societal impact.

What Subject is AP Research?
AP Research is part of the AP Capstone program, which focuses on
developing students’ research skills across various disciplines. It is
interdisciplinary, allowing students to choose topics that may relate to the
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, or arts.

How to Get a 5 in AP Research?
1. Choose a Strong Topic: Select a topic that interests you and has enough

depth for research.
2. Develop a Clear Research Question: Ensure it is specific, focused, and

researchable.
3. Conduct Thorough Research: Use a variety of sources and critically evaluate

their credibility.
4. Follow the APA Format: Ensure your paper adheres to the required academic

standards and citation style.
5. Engage in Regular Feedback: Seek feedback from your teacher or peers

throughout the writing process.

6. Practice Presentation Skills: Prepare well for the oral presentation, focusing
on clarity and confidence.

What is the Easiest AP Subject?
The “easiest” AP subject can vary depending on individual strengths and
interests. However, many students find AP Psychology or AP Environmental
Science to be more manageable due to their straightforward concepts and



engaging content. It’s important to choose a subject that aligns with your
strengths and interests for the best experience.

What are some good and informative topics
for AP Research?
Here are some good and informative topics for AP Research across various
fields:

Environmental Studies

1. Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity: Explore how rising temperatures
affect species extinction rates.

2. Effectiveness of Renewable Energy Sources: Analyze the economic and
environmental benefits of solar versus wind energy.

Health and Medicine

3. Mental Health and Social Media: Investigate how social media use correlates

with anxiety and depression among teenagers.
4. Nutrition and Academic Performance: Examine the relationship between diet

quality and student performance in schools.

Education

5. Impact of Remote Learning on Student Engagement: Study how online
education affects student motivation and learning outcomes.

6. Effects of Standardized Testing: Analyze how standardized tests influence
teaching methods and student stress levels.

Technology

7. Ethics of Artificial Intelligence: Investigate the ethical implications of AI in

decision-making processes.
8. Digital Divide and Access to Education: Explore how internet access affects

educational opportunities in rural versus urban areas.



Social Issues

9. Racial Bias in the Criminal Justice System: Analyze statistics on arrest rates
and sentencing disparities among different racial groups.

10. Impact of Immigration on Local Economies: Investigate how immigrant
populations contribute to economic growth in specific regions.

Political Science

11. Misinformation and Public Opinion: Study how misinformation during
elections affects voter behavior and opinions.

12. Youth Activism and Political Change: Explore the role of young activists in
shaping public policy and opinion on climate change.

Psychology

13. Effects of Sleep Deprivation on Cognitive Function: Investigate how lack of
sleep impacts memory and decision-making.

14. Coping Mechanisms for Stress: Analyze different strategies for managing
stress among high school students.

Economics

15. Universal Basic Income and Poverty: Examine the potential impacts of
universal basic income on poverty rates and job markets.

16. Consumer Behavior During Economic Recessions: Investigate how consumer

spending habits change during economic downturns.

Cultural Studies

17. Representation in Media: Analyze the portrayal of different cultures in
mainstream media and its impact on societal perceptions.

18. Cultural Heritage and Identity: Explore how cultural heritage influences
identity among immigrant communities.

Technology and Society



19. Cyberbullying and Its Effects: Investigate the prevalence of cyberbullying
among teenagers and its mental health impacts.

20. Influence of Video Games on Youth Behavior: Analyze whether playing video

games leads to aggressive behavior in children.

These topics can be adapted to fit your interests and the scope of your
research. Choose one that resonates with you to maintain motivation
throughout your project!

Summary: Your Research Journey Awaits
Embarking on your AP Research project is not just an academic exercise; it’s
an opportunity for intellectual exploration and personal growth. 

With over 100 potential research topics at your disposal, the possibilities are
endless. Whether you decide to investigate the nuances of climate change,
the implications of technology on society, or the impact of cultural trends, the
key is to select a topic that excites you. 

Remember, your research can contribute to broader discussions and may
even inspire others. So take your time to choose wisely, dive deep into your
subject, and enjoy the journey of discovery. Happy researching!

Frequenly Asked Questions

How do I choose a research topic for my AP Research project?

Focus on a subject you’re passionate about and ensure it’s manageable
within the given timeframe.

What makes a research question effective for AP Research?

How can I find credible sources for my AP Research project?

What methods can I use to conduct my AP Research?

How do I organize my AP Research paper?
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