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Find easy and interesting argumentative research paper topics to help you get
started. Choose a topic that makes your paper stand out!

Are you looking for a good topic for your argumentative paper? Choosing the
right topic is important to make your paper interesting. In an argumentative paper,
you pick a side and use facts to support it. Whether it’s about social issues,
technology, or education, your goal is to make people think. This guide has simple
and clear topics to help you start your research and write a strong paper!
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How do you choose an argumentative research
topic?
Choosing a topic for your argumentative research paper can be easy! Here’s a
simple guide to help you pick the right one:

Find What Interests You

Choose a topic you like.
Think about issues you care about or want to know more about.

Make Sure It’s Relevant

Pick a topic that fits your class or assignment.
Look for current events or popular debates.

Be Specific

Choose a clear, specific topic instead of a broad one.
This will help you focus your research.

Check for Debate

Make sure there are different opinions on the topic.

There should be enough evidence to support your view.

Look for Research Materials

Check if you can find enough sources to help you.
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Look for articles, books, and studies on the topic.

Think About Your Opinion

Consider what you think about the topic.
It’s easier to write if you have a strong opinion!

Ask for Help

Talk to friends or teachers for ideas.
Getting their thoughts can help you decide.

By following these steps, you can easily choose a good topic for your
argumentative research paper!

Argumentative Research Paper Topics
Here are some of the best argumentative research paper topics:

Social Issues

Should the voting age be lowered to 16?

Pros: Young people are informed, encourages civic engagement.
Cons: Lack of maturity, limited life experience.

Is gun control necessary for public safety?

Pros: Reduces gun violence, protects communities.

Cons: Limits personal freedom, may not stop criminals.

Should marijuana be legalized?

Pros: Medicinal benefits, reduces crime rates.
Cons: Health risks, potential for abuse.

Is affirmative action fair?



Pros: Helps disadvantaged groups, promotes diversity.
Cons: Can lead to reverse discrimination, questions of merit.

Should parents be allowed to choose their children’s gender?

Pros: Personal choice, can prevent gender imbalance.
Cons: Ethical concerns, societal implications.

Is animal testing justified?

Pros: Advances medicine, ensures product safety.
Cons: Causes suffering, alternative methods exist.

Should there be limits on free speech?

Pros: Protects against hate speech, promotes social harmony.
Cons: Risks censorship, limits personal expression.

Is poverty a result of personal choices?

Pros: Encourages self-responsibility, promotes hard work.
Cons: Ignores systemic issues, varies by individual circumstances.

Should schools have dress codes?

Pros: Reduces distractions, promotes equality.
Cons: Limits self-expression, can be enforced unfairly.

Is it ethical to use performance-enhancing drugs in sports?

Pros: Enhances competition, improves athletic performance.
Cons: Unfair advantage, health risks.

Technology

Should social media have age restrictions?

Pros: Protects children, limits exposure to harmful content.



Cons: Limits freedom, can hinder social connections.

Is technology making us more isolated?

Pros: Increases online connections, helps with long-distance relationships.
Cons: Reduces face-to-face interactions, can lead to loneliness.

Should smartphones be banned in schools?

Pros: Reduces distractions, promotes better focus.
Cons: Limits access to information, can enhance learning.

Is online learning as effective as traditional learning?

Pros: Flexible and convenient, accessible to more students.
Cons: Less personal interaction, requires self-discipline.

Should we be concerned about artificial intelligence?

Pros: Improves efficiency, can solve complex problems.
Cons: Risks of job loss, ethical dilemmas.

Is the use of drones for delivery a good idea?

Pros: Fast delivery, reduces traffic.
Cons: Privacy concerns, potential for accidents.

Should there be limits on data collection by companies?

Pros: Protects privacy, reduces misuse of information.
Cons: Limits business efficiency, can hinder innovation.

Is cyberbullying a serious issue?

Pros: Affects mental health, can lead to tragic outcomes.
Cons: Hard to monitor, can be addressed with education.

Should video games be regulated for violence?



Pros: Protects young players, reduces aggression.
Cons: Limits creative expression, not all players are affected.

Is e-waste a growing problem?

Pros: Harmful to the environment, promotes recycling awareness.
Cons: Difficult to manage, growing demand for electronics.

Education

Should college education be free?

Pros: Increases access, reduces student debt.
Cons: High costs for taxpayers, potential decrease in quality.

Is standardized testing effective?

Pros: Objective measures of student ability, helps identify needs.
Cons: Can cause stress, may not reflect true learning.

Should schools teach financial literacy?

Pros: Prepares students for real life, promotes smart financial decisions.
Cons: May take time away from other subjects, requires trained teachers.
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Is homework beneficial for students?

Pros: Reinforces learning, promotes responsibility.
Cons: Can cause stress, may not improve grades.

Should physical education be mandatory in schools?

Pros: Promotes health, encourages teamwork.

Cons: Budget constraints, not all students enjoy sports.
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Is homeschooling a good alternative to traditional schooling?

Pros: Customized learning, flexible schedule.
Cons: Socialization issues, varying educational quality.

Should schools have a later start time?

Pros: Improves student sleep, enhances focus and performance.
Cons: Challenges in scheduling, impacts after-school activities.

Is technology in the classroom beneficial?

Pros: Enhances learning, provides access to information.
Cons: Can be distracting, not all students have equal access.

Should s*x education be taught in schools?

Pros: Promotes informed choices, reduces teen pregnancy.
Cons: Parental objections, varies by cultural beliefs.

Is bilingual education beneficial?

Pros: Enhances cognitive skills, improves job prospects.
Cons: Resource-intensive, potential for language confusion.

Health and Wellness

Should healthcare be universal?

Pros: Increases access, improves public health.
Cons: High costs for governments, potential for longer wait times.

Is a vegan diet healthier?

Pros: Reduces chronic disease risk, ethical considerations.
Cons: Nutritional deficiencies, requires careful planning.

Should childhood vaccinations be mandatory?



Pros: Protects public health, prevents outbreaks.
Cons: Concerns about safety, personal choice.

Is mental health support necessary in schools?

Pros: Supports student well-being, reduces dropout rates.
Cons: Funding limitations, varies by school.

Should fast food be regulated?

Pros: Reduces obesity, promotes healthier choices.
Cons: Limits consumer choice, impacts business.

Is exercise better than medication for depression?

Pros: Improves mood, offers long-term benefits.
Cons: May not be enough for severe cases, requires commitment.

Should alternative medicine be regulated?

Pros: Ensures safety, protects consumers.
Cons: Limits access to treatments, can be seen as government overreach.

Is mental health stigma decreasing?

Pros: More awareness, encourages seeking help.
Cons: Still prevalent in some communities, varies by culture.

Should physical education be required in schools?

Pros: Encourages healthy habits, promotes fitness.
Cons: Budget issues, negative experiences for some students.

Is holistic medicine a valid approach?

Pros: Considers the whole person, promotes balance.
Cons: Lack of scientific backing for some methods, varies in effectiveness.



Environmental Issues

Should plastic bags be banned?

Pros: Reduces pollution, protects wildlife.
Cons: Inconvenient for consumers, potential economic impact.

Is climate change a serious threat?

Pros: Affects ecosystems, impacts food and water supply.
Cons: Competing global issues, skepticism about solutions.

Should fossil fuel use be reduced?

Pros: Lowers greenhouse gas emissions, promotes renewable energy.
Cons: Economic impact on energy sectors, potential job losses.

Is recycling effective?

Pros: Conserves resources, reduces waste.
Cons: Not all materials are recyclable, contamination issues.

Should animal agriculture be restricted?

Pros: Reduces emissions, promotes sustainable practices.
Cons: Economic impact on farmers, cultural dietary preferences.

Is urbanization harming the environment?

Pros: Economic growth, enhances infrastructure.
Cons: Increases pollution, threatens wildlife.

Should water usage be regulated?

Pros: Promotes conservation, ensures sustainability.
Cons: Challenges in enforcement, potential resistance from industries.

Is conservation more important than development?



Pros: Preserves biodiversity, protects ecosystems.
Cons: Economic growth may be stunted, potential conflicts.

Should carbon capture technology be invested in?

Pros: Reduces emissions, allows continued fossil fuel use.
Cons: High costs, unproven long-term results.

Is biodiversity loss a crisis?

Pros: Essential for ecosystems, impacts human well-being.
Cons: Awareness gaps, competing priorities.

Economics

Should the minimum wage be increased?

Pros: Reduces poverty, boosts the economy.
Cons: May lead to job loss, increases costs for businesses.

Is capitalism the best economic system?

Pros: Encourages innovation, rewards hard work.
Cons: Leads to inequality, can exploit workers.

Should governments provide universal basic income?

Pros: Reduces poverty, supports job flexibility.
Cons: High costs, potential for decreased motivation.

Is globalization beneficial?

Pros: Increases trade, promotes cultural exchange.
Cons: Can harm local economies, leads to job loss.

Should college athletes be paid?

Pros: Fair compensation for revenue generation, recognizes their efforts.



Cons: Complicates college sports, could harm amateurism.

Is consumerism harmful?

Pros: Drives economic growth, supports jobs.
Cons: Leads to waste, encourages unhealthy habits.

Should there be taxes on sugary drinks?

Pros: Reduces consumption, promotes public health.
Cons: Limits personal choice, can impact low-income families.

Is remote work here to stay?

Pros: Increases flexibility, saves commuting time.
Cons: Reduces team collaboration, can lead to isolation.

Should businesses be held accountable for their environmental impact?

Pros: Promotes sustainability, protects future generations.
Cons: Increases operational costs, limits growth.

Is fair trade worth it?

Pros: Supports ethical practices, helps farmers.
Cons: Higher prices for consumers, limited availability.

Politics

Should voting be mandatory?

Pros: Increases participation, represents the population better.
Cons: Limits personal freedom, potential for uninformed votes.

Is the electoral college outdated?

Pros: Preserves state influence, prevents majority rule tyranny.
Cons: Can lead to unrepresentative outcomes, complicates elections.
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Should political campaign funding be limited?

Pros: Reduces corruption, levels the playing field.
Cons: Limits free speech, may hurt smaller campaigns.

Is democracy the best form of government?

Pros: Promotes freedom, allows for public participation.
Cons: Can lead to majority tyranny, slower decision-making.

Should the government control social media?

Pros: Prevents misinformation, protects users.
Cons: Risks censorship, limits free expression.

Is climate change a political issue?

Pros: Requires government action, affects global policies.
Cons: Politicizes science, divides public opinion.

Should prisoners have the right to vote?

Pros: Encourages rehabilitation, promotes civic responsibility.
Cons: Violates societal norms, may not be deserving.

Is nationalism a dangerous ideology?

Pros: Promotes unity, protects national interests.
Cons: Can lead to exclusion, fosters conflict.

Should foreign aid be increased?

Pros: Helps developing countries, promotes global stability.
Cons: Mismanagement concerns, taxpayer resistance.
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Is political correctness limiting free speech?

Pros: Promotes respect, reduces hate speech.
Cons: Can be overly restrictive, stifles honest debate.

Science

Should genetic engineering be allowed?

Pros: Improves health, can eliminate diseases.
Cons: Ethical concerns, potential for misuse.

Is climate change caused by humans?

Pros: Significant scientific evidence, supports action.
Cons: Some debate in the scientific community, natural cycles exist.

Should we explore Mars?

Pros: Advances science, potential for colonization.
Cons: High costs, potential neglect of Earth’s problems.

Is animal cloning ethical?

Pros: Advances research, preserves endangered species.
Cons: Ethical concerns, potential suffering.

Should vaccines be required for children?

Pros: Protects public health, prevents outbreaks.
Cons: Parental rights, concerns about side effects.

Is space exploration worth the cost?

Pros: Advances knowledge, promotes innovation.
Cons: High expenses, neglects Earthly issues.

Should artificial intelligence be developed?



Pros: Increases efficiency, solves complex problems.
Cons: Job displacement, ethical concerns.

Is renewable energy a viable alternative?

Pros: Reduces pollution, promotes sustainability.
Cons: Initial costs, technological challenges.

Should we allow human gene editing?

Pros: Potential to cure diseases, enhances health.
Cons: Ethical dilemmas, risks of unintended consequences.

Is it ethical to study consciousness?

Pros: Advances understanding of the mind, informs psychology.
Cons: Can raise ethical questions, implications for identity.

Culture

Is cultural appropriation harmful?

Pros: Can exploit cultures, leads to misrepresentation.
Cons: Promotes cultural exchange, can be seen as appreciation.

Should art be censored?

Pros: Protects community standards, can prevent harm.
Cons: Limits creativity, suppresses expression.

Is traditional media dying?

Pros: Digital media is more accessible, diverse.
Cons: Traditional media offers credibility, in-depth coverage.

Should books be banned in schools?

Pros: Protects students from harmful content, respects community values.



Cons: Limits access to diverse perspectives, promotes censorship.

Is globalization erasing local cultures?

Pros: Promotes cultural homogenization, threatens traditions.
Cons: Encourages cultural exchange, can strengthen local identities.

Should children’s programming reflect diversity?

Pros: Promotes acceptance, reflects society.
Cons: Changes may not resonate with all audiences, could lead to backlash.

Is music a universal language?

Pros: Connects people, expresses emotions.
Cons: Interpretation varies, not all cultures value music equally.

Should we preserve historical monuments?

Pros: Maintains heritage, educates future generations.
Cons: High maintenance costs, can be controversial.

Is celebrity culture harmful?

Pros: Sets unrealistic standards, promotes materialism.
Cons: Inspires people, can raise awareness for issues.

Should we celebrate cultural festivals?

Pros: Promotes diversity, strengthens community ties.
Cons: Can lead to commercialization, may exclude some.

History

Should historical monuments be removed?

Pros: Addresses racism, promotes healing.
Cons: Erases history, can cause conflict.



Is history repeating itself?

Pros: Patterns can inform future decisions, awareness of past mistakes.
Cons: Each event is unique, oversimplifies history.

Should schools teach controversial historical events?

Pros: Encourages critical thinking, promotes understanding.
Cons: Can be uncomfortable, may lead to disagreements.

Is revisionist history necessary?

Pros: Offers new perspectives, corrects misconceptions.
Cons: Can distort facts, creates confusion.

Should we celebrate national holidays?

Pros: Promotes unity, honors history.
Cons: Can overlook darker histories, may not resonate with all.

Is it important to study ancient civilizations?

Pros: Offers insights into human behavior, informs modern society.
Cons: May seem irrelevant, can be difficult to relate to.

Should historical figures be judged by modern standards?

Pros: Promotes accountability, encourages progress.
Cons: Risks overlooking context, can lead to unfair assessments.

Is propaganda a necessary tool in history?

Pros: Can unite people, promotes important causes.
Cons: Can mislead, distorts truth.

Should we trust history books?

Pros: Educates society, preserves knowledge.
Cons: Can be biased, reflects the author’s perspective.



Is the study of history relevant today?

Pros: Teaches lessons, informs present decisions.
Cons: Can be seen as boring, may not feel applicable.

Sports

Should college athletes be paid?

Pros: Fair compensation for revenue generation, acknowledges their work.
Cons: Complicates amateurism, may hurt team dynamics.

See also  Top 10 Research Topics for Senior High School Students

Is cheerleading a sport?

Pros: Requires athletic skills, promotes teamwork.
Cons: Often viewed as entertainment, can lack competition.

Should performance-enhancing drugs be banned in sports?

Pros: Ensures fair play, protects athletes’ health.
Cons: Can lead to a more competitive atmosphere, may not deter all use.

Is professional sports too commercialized?

Pros: Generates revenue, attracts fans.
Cons: Reduces authenticity, can exploit players.

Should athletes be role models?

Pros: Influences youth positively, promotes healthy living.
Cons: Athletes are human too, may not want the responsibility.

Is violence in sports a problem?

Pros: Can lead to serious injuries, promotes negative behavior.
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Cons: Part of competition, may be overstated.

Should high school sports be prioritized over academics?

Pros: Promotes teamwork, can lead to scholarships.
Cons: Can distract from studies, may not benefit all students.

Is youth sports beneficial?

Pros: Promotes physical health, teaches valuable life skills.
Cons: Can create pressure, may lead to burnout.

Should gender equality exist in sports?

Pros: Promotes fairness, encourages diversity.
Cons: Can lead to resource conflicts, not all sports are equal.

Is eSports a legitimate sport?

Pros: Requires skill and strategy, growing popularity.
Cons: Lacks physical activity, can be seen as less credible.

Argumentative Research Paper Topics for High
School
Here are some argumentative research paper topics for high school:

School Uniforms

Should students wear uniforms?
Do uniforms help students behave better?

Social Media

Is social media bad for teens?
Should there be age limits for social media?



Homework

Is homework important?
Should there be less homework in school?

Animal Testing

Should we stop testing on animals?
Is animal testing needed for medicine?

Climate Change

Is climate change real?
Should we do more to stop climate change?

Video Games

Do violent video games make people violent?
Should there be rules for selling video games?

Bullying

Should schools do more to stop bullying?
Is cyberbullying worse than regular bullying?

Fast Food

Should fast food be blamed for obesity?
Is it okay for schools to serve fast food?

School Start Times

Should high schools start later in the morning?
Does starting school later help students?

Technology in Class



Should laptops replace books in class?
Does technology help or hurt learning?

Censorship

Should schools limit what students read?
Is censorship needed to protect kids?

Voting Age

Should 16-year-olds be allowed to vote?
Is 18 the right age to vote?

Global Warming

Should countries work together on global warming?
Is recycling good for the planet?

Sports

Should students have to play sports?
Do sports help school spirit?

These topics are easy to understand and perfect for high school students!

Argumentative Research Paper Topics for
College Students
Here’s an even simpler list of argumentative research paper topics for college
students:

Climate Change

Is climate change real?
Should we have stricter environmental rules?



Gun Control

Does more gun control reduce crime?
Should the Second Amendment be changed?

Social Media

Is social media harmful to people?
Should the government regulate social media?

Education

Should college be free for everyone?
Are standardized tests useful?

Healthcare

Should everyone get free healthcare?
How does U.S. healthcare compare to other countries?

Genetic Engineering

Should we ban genetic modification?
Is creating designer babies okay?

Animal Rights

Should we stop using animals for testing?
Is it right to keep animals in zoos?

Immigration

Should we make immigration laws easier?
Is illegal immigration a problem?

Economics



Would giving people free money help the economy?
Is globalization good for poor countries?

Privacy and Technology

Should the government track our online activity?
Is facial recognition a privacy issue?

Gender Equality

Is the gender pay gap a big problem?
Should parents get equal time off for kids?

Racial Equality

Is affirmative action necessary?
Should schools teach about race issues?

Death Penalty

Should we end the death penalty?
Does the death penalty stop crime?

Globalization

Does globalization help local cultures?
Is it better for countries to trade freely or with tariffs?

These topics are simple and easy to understand!

Conclusion
In conclusion, choosing an argumentative research paper topic is important for
high school students. The topics listed cover many key issues, like social media,
homework, and animal testing. These subjects are interesting and help students
think about their opinions and facts.
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When students pick a topic they care about, they are more likely to enjoy writing.
For example, a student who cares about climate change might want to write
about stricter rules for the environment. This can lead to better research and
stronger arguments.

These topics also help students learn important skills, like researching and
writing clearly. By looking at different views on an issue, students can make a
better argument. This helps them in school and in real-life discussions.

Overall, choosing an argumentative topic is more than just an assignment. It lets
students share their ideas and join important conversations. By engaging with
these topics, students can think better, communicate well, and get involved in
their communities.
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